Introduction
Organic photochromic materials have been extensively studied because of their use in plastic sunglass lenses 1 and also due to other potential applications such as in optical memories and optical switches. form is predominant, but in basic methanol solution the equilibrium is completely shifted towards the "closed" naphthopyran form which does not absorb in the visible region (Fig. 1 ). Adding NaOD (excess) the NMR spectrum changes completely and can be attributed to the closed form of a naphthopyran (Scheme 3). Although only one compound was observed by NMR, there are two possible stereoisomers of the open form 2, the TT isomer (2a) and the CT isomer (2b). The CT isomer is believed to be more stable involving a supplementary hydrogen-bond in a six ringed system and steric interactions being less important. 5 We have determined for the red dye 2 a molar absorption coefficient of 1. 
